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At the panel t*tled “The Med(a’s Memory (n Peace Processes: A European Perspect(ve,” 
organ*zed by the Southeastern Journal*sts Assoc*at*on (GGC) *n Stockholm, Sweden, the 
concerns, expectat*ons, cr*t*c*sms, and recommendat*ons of the Kurd*sh d*aspora l*v*ng 
*n Europe regard*ng the ongo*ng process were d*scussed *n depth. 

Journal*sts, academ*cs, pol*t*c*ans, d*aspora representat*ves, and other part*c*pants on 
the panel emphas*zed that the current peace process should be addressed not only 
through a secur*ty lens but also through *ts h*stor*cal, soc*al, and democrat*c 
d*mens*ons. 

Based on the shared v*ews expressed throughout the d*scuss*ons, the follow*ng 
assessments and conclus*ons were reached: 

1. D$aspora’s Perspect$ve 

Many part*c*pants emphas*zed that the Kurd*sh *ssue cannot be reduced solely to a 
matter of d*sarmament or secur*ty. They underl*ned that the Kurd*sh *ssue *s h*stor*cal, 
pol*t*cal, and soc*al, and no last*ng solut*on can be ach*eved w*thout address*ng 
demands related to *dent*ty, language, culture, and pol*t*cal status. 

2.  D$aspora V$ews on the Current Process 

One of the most prom*nent concerns ra*sed by d*aspora representat*ves was the 
perce*ved lack of transparency *n the current peace process. 

Part*c*pants stated that the publ*c has not been adequately *nformed and has been left 
to follow developments through l*m*ted oL*c*al statements. S*gn*f*cant concerns were 
expressed about the lack of clear *nformat*on on what the process *nvolves, *ts 
object*ves, and potent*al democrat*c ga*ns. 

D*aspora representat*ves stressed that people should be *ncluded *n the process as 
act*ve stakeholders. They argued that negot*at*ons conducted w*thout mean*ngful 
democrat*c part*c*pat*on are unl*kely to foster publ*c trust or bu*ld last*ng soc*al 
conf*dence. 

3. Expectat$ons on Fundamental R$ghts 

Throughout the panel, many part*c*pants stated that no concrete and conf*dence-
bu*ld*ng steps have yet been taken regard*ng the fundamental r*ghts of Kurds. 

The *ssues most frequently ra*sed were: 



 
 

 

- the r*ght to mother tongue educat*on, 
- the use of Kurd*sh *n publ*c l*fe, 
- const*tut*onal guarantees for cultural r*ghts, 
- the s*tuat*on of pol*t*cal pr*soners, 
- the appo*ntment of government trustees to elected mun*c*pal*t*es,  
- the r*ght to democrat*c representat*on. 

D*aspora representat*ves emphas*zed that a cl*mate of trust cannot be establ*shed 
w*thout tang*ble progress on these *ssues. 

4. Language and Ident$ty 

Language and *dent*ty emerged as central themes *n the d*scuss*ons. 

Part*c*pants noted that the l*m*ted presence of Kurd*sh *n publ*c l*fe has led to 
s*gn*f*cant cultural ruptures w*th*n soc*ety. Wh*le many members of the Kurd*sh 
d*aspora *n Europe cont*nue to make cons*derable eLorts to preserve the*r language 
under d*aspora cond*t*ons, part*c*pants stressed that the lack of equal status for Kurd*sh 
rema*ns a ser*ous concern. 

Part*c*pants also emphas*zed that Kurd*sh should be recogn*zed as a language of 
educat*on and be fully access*ble *n publ*c l*fe. 

5. Concerns Ra$sed by the Kurd$sh D$aspora 

Many d*aspora representat*ves expressed concerns that the current process *s 
advanc*ng largely one-s*dedly. 

Part*c*pants noted that wh*le *ssues such as d*sarmament and the cessat*on of confl*ct 
have been brought to the forefront, there has been *nsuL*c*ent progress on the 
democrat*c demands of Kurds. They argued that w*thout concrete steps toward 
democrat*zat*on, legal safeguards, and pol*t*cal r*ghts, the process w*ll struggle to 
generate broad publ*c support. 

Part*c*pants also stressed that the cont*nued *mpr*sonment of pol*t*cal deta*nees, the 
s*tuat*on of ser*ously *ll pr*soners, the appo*ntment of government trustees to elected 
mun*c*pal*t*es, and ongo*ng restr*ct*ons on democrat*c space underm*ne publ*c trust *n 
the peace process. 

6. D$aspora as an Integral Part of Kurd$sh Collect$ve Memory 

Panel part*c*pants emphas*zed that the Kurd*sh d*aspora should not be v*ewed merely 
as an observer from abroad but as an *mportant actor *n preserv*ng Kurd*sh language, 
culture, and collect*ve memory. 

The d*aspora was recogn*zed as mak*ng s*gn*f*cant contr*but*ons to the preservat*on and 
promot*on of the Kurd*sh language, the cont*nuat*on of cultural *n*t*at*ves, the 
development of democrat*c spaces for d*scuss*on, and eLorts to ra*se *nternat*onal 
awareness. 



 
 

 

Part*c*pants further emphas*zed that the d*aspora should be act*vely *ncluded *n the 
current process. 

7. The Language and Approach of the Med$a Are Cr$t$cal to Soc$al Peace 

Journal*sts and med*a representat*ves engaged *n a comprehens*ve d*scuss*on of the 
med*a's role dur*ng per*ods of confl*ct. 

Part*c*pants noted that years of report*ng character*zed by polar*z*ng rhetor*c, 
st*gmat*zat*on, and hate speech have deepened soc*al d*v*s*ons and exacerbated 
ex*st*ng wounds. In contrast, they emphas*zed the need to strengthen peace journal*sm 
and argued that the med*a should foster d*alogue between commun*t*es rather than 
re*nforce host*l*ty. 

The panel also h*ghl*ghted that journal*sts serve as w*tnesses who preserve soc*ety's 
collect*ve memory, and that mak*ng the truth v*s*ble *s essent*al for any democrat*c 
resolut*on process. 

8. Calls for Legal Reforms 

Throughout the panel, part*c*pants stressed that strengthen*ng the legal and democrat*c 
foundat*ons of the current process *s essent*al for *ts progress. D*aspora representat*ves 
and speakers *n part*cular argued that d*scuss*ons focused solely on d*sarmament 
would be *nsuL*c*ent, and that mean*ngful democrat*c progress requ*res concrete legal 
reforms. 

Part*c*pants called for the adopt*on of a clear, transparent, and legally b*nd*ng 
framework law govern*ng the d*sarmament process. They also emphas*zed the need for 
spec*al leg*slat*on and trans*t*onal legal arrangements to safeguard those *nvolved *n the 
process. 

The panel further stressed that *nd*v*duals who lay down the*r arms should be covered 
by appropr*ate legal guarantees and protect*ons. Part*c*pants argued that the Kurd*sh 
*ssue should be addressed not only through the lens of secur*ty pol*c*es but also from 
the perspect*ve of democrat*c and pol*t*cal resolut*on. 

F*nally, they emphas*zed that any legal reforms should be developed on the bas*s of 
broad soc*al consensus to avo*d repeat*ng the m*strust and shortcom*ngs exper*enced 
*n prev*ous peace processes. 

9. Soc$al Consent and an Inclus$ve Peace 

Part*c*pants emphas*zed that a last*ng peace can only be ach*eved through broad soc*al 
consent and a genu*ne process of reconc*l*at*on. 

They stressed that a shared future must be shaped through steps that are accepted *n 
good consc*ence by not just Turks and Kurds, but all those *n Turkey who have been 
d*rectly or *nd*rectly aLected by th*s longstand*ng *ssue, who have suLered from *t, been 
concerned by *t, or felt a sense of respons*b*l*ty toward *ts resolut*on. 



 
 

 

Part*c*pants agreed that a genu*ne soc*al consensus can only be ach*eved by tak*ng *nto 
account the sens*t*v*t*es, exper*ences, and consent of all segments of soc*ety aLected 
by the confl*ct. 

10. Conclus$ons and Recommendat$ons 

At the conclus*on of the panel, d*aspora representat*ves, journal*sts, and part*c*pants 
h*ghl*ghted the follow*ng recommendat*ons: 

1:The Kurd*sh *ssue should be addressed not only through secur*ty pol*c*es but 
also through democrat*c and pol*t*cal means. 
2:The peace process should be conducted transparently, and the publ*c should 
be *nformed regularly. 
3:Kurd*sh *dent*ty should be const*tut*onally recogn*zed and protected. 
4:The r*ght to mother tongue educat*on should be guaranteed through legal 
reforms. 
5:Barr*ers to the use of Kurd*sh *n publ*c l*fe should be removed. 
6:Legal regulat*ons govern*ng the d*sarmament process should be des*gned to 
foster publ*c trust. 
7:The pract*ce of appo*nt*ng government trustees to elected mun*c*pal*t*es 
should be ended, and the democrat*c w*ll of voters should be respected. 
8:Democrat*c and legal measures should be taken regard*ng pol*t*cal deta*nees 
and ser*ously *ll pr*soners. 
9:The pr*nc*ples of peace journal*sm should be strengthened, wh*le hate speech 
and polar*z*ng forms of med*a coverage should be abandoned. 
10:D*aspora representat*ves should be act*vely *ncluded *n d*scuss*ons on 
democrat*c solut*ons. 
11:ELorts to confront past human r*ghts v*olat*ons and preserve collect*ve 
memory should be supported. 
12:The return of *nd*v*duals who were forced to leave the country for pol*t*cal 
reasons and cont*nue to l*ve *n ex*le w*th*n the d*aspora should be addressed as 
part of the process, w*th the necessary legal arrangements put *n place. 
13:Soc*al consent should be pr*or*t*zed as a cornerstone of last*ng peace. Any 
steps taken should be acceptable not only to Kurds and Turks, but also to all 
those who have been aLected by the confl*ct and *ts consequences. 

As the Southeastern Journal:sts Assoc:at:on (GGC), we respectfully reaE:rm our 
comm:tment to support:ng democrat:c d:alogue, truth, and :ndependent journal:sm 
:n pursu:t of a future :n wh:ch all peoples can l:ve together :n peace, equal:ty, and 
freedom. 

 


